A new species of the sarcophagid fly, SinonipPonia leomi sp. nov. is described from Thailand, with the iliustration of male genitalia.
During the course of study on the flies of forensic importance, we surveyed the sarcophagid flies attracted to dead animals at various habitats in and around Chiang Mai, northern Thailand in February 2003. Examination of the collected material has revealed the presence of one new species of SinonipPonia Rohdendorf, 1959, The genus Sinonip-Ponia comprises 11 species, but only Sinonij)Ponia hainanensis (Ho, 1936) has hitherto been known from Thailand (Tumrasvin and Kano, 1979) . The new species is similar to this and to the Indian Sinonipponia bengnlensis NandL 1977 in general morphology (Nandi, 2002) , and it can be hardly distinguished from these two species without examining the male genitalia. Wing: entirely brownish hyaline; epaulet blackish; basicosta crearny white; Ri bare above; R.i i-s with row of 5-8 setae extending nearly 1/2 way from basal node to r-m above; basal node ef R2". :i and R4 L s with a few black setae below; CS3 shorter than length of CSs; CSs with short spines along more than basal 2/3 of anterior margin. Alar and thoracic squamae both creamy white, theracic one bare on upper surface, Halter brownish. Legs: black, more or less grey-dusted on femora; fore femur with rows of strong pd,p and Pv; fore tibia with 2-3 short ad basally, 1 P at apical 1/3; mid femur with 3-4 short a medially, 2P-Pd apically, 2-3 strong av and pv medially, without long hairs exceeding width of femur on posteroventral surface; mid tibia with 2 ad, 2Pd medially, 1 p at apical 1/3, 1 strong v at apical 1/3; hind femur with a row of strong ad, an incomplete row of av, 3 a on basal 1/2, 2PPd apically, 3Pv medially, without long hairs on posteroventral surface; hind tibia with a row of ad including 2 strong ones, 2Pd, 2av medially, without fringe of long hairs.
Abdomen: black, silver-grey dusted, tessellated; tergite 3 without median marginal bristle;
tergites 4-5 with median and 2 strong lateral erect marginal bristles; sternite 5 V-shaped; GSi fuscous black, brownish-grey dusted, without marginal bristles; GS2 black, shining. Hypopygium: cercus sharply pointed, without notch on anterior surface before apex; pregonite truncated apically, broadened on median portion; postgonite with two rather long setulae on anterior surface apically; aedeagus with elongate, spatula-shaped vesica and rnoderately projected triangular ventralia in lateral view, juxta with coiled lateral plate basally, as shown in Fig, 1 Nandi, 1977 and S. hainanensis <Ho, 1936) in general appearance, but easily distinguished from the previously known species by the characteristic shape of male genitalia having the well develeped elongate vescia.
Bionomics, Unknown. Distribution. Thailand.
